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Melodic Ukulele

This collection of melodies is intended for ukulele students, especially
young ukulele students for whom the ukulele is a first instrument. This
book is exclusively devoted to teaching standard music notation, without
accompanying tablature. Although musical concepts are not explained in
this book, these melodies are presented in a progressive manner to
reinforce the musical concepts listed for each chapter. This collection is
intended to help students learn notes on strings 1-3 of the ukulele (tuned
GCEA). It can be used with either a high G or low G fourth string.

Mark Sylvester is a composer, musician, and music educator based in
Silver Spring, Maryland.
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Contents of Musical Concepts

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 1

« Time signature: 4/4

* Notes on the treble clef: middle C, and D on string 3

* Notes on the treble clef: E, F, and G on string 2

* Notes on the treble clef: A on string 1

* Note values: quarter note, half note, whole note, dotted half note

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 2
» Key signature: F

* Notes on the treble clef: Bb on string 1

» Anacrusis (pickup notes)

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 3
* Notes on the treble clef: C# on string 3

* Note values: eighth notes

* Repeat sign and multiple endings

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 4
» Time signature: 3/4

* Notes on the treble clef: high C on string 1
* Rest value: quarter rest

» Tie

* Fermata

» D.S. al Fine

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 5

* Notes on the treble clef: B and high D on string 1

* Note value: dotted quarter notes

» Dynamic markings: forte, piano, mezzo-forte, mezzo-piano
» Tempo markings: Adagio, Andante, Moderato, Allegro
 Slurs (hammer-ons and pull-offs)

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 6

» Key signature: G

* Notes on the treble clef: F# and G# on string 2
* Note on string 2: A (for slurs with the G note)

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 7

* Notes on the treble clef: high E on string 1

» Dynamic markings: pianissimo

» Dynamic markings: crescendo and diminuendo hairpins
» Tempo markings: Largo, Vivace

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 8
* Key signature: D

* Notes on the treble clef: C# on string 1

* Rest values: half rests

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 9

* Note on string 3: E (for slurs with the D note)
* Note values: 16th notes, dotted eighth notes
* Rest values: eighth rests

* Articulation: staccato

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 10
» Time signatures: 3/8 and 6/8

» Three-note slurs

* Ritardando



CHAPTER 1

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 1

* Time signature: 4/4

* Notes on the treble clef: middle C, and D on string 3

* Notes on the treble clef: E, F, and G on string 2

* Notes on the treble clef: A on string 1

* Note values: quarter note, half note, whole note,
dotted half note

Melodies in Chapter 1

* Mary Had a Little Lamb

» Ode to Joy

« London Bridge Is Falling Down
* Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star



Mary Had a Little Lamb

United States nursery rhyme

composer unknown (19th century)
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Ode to Joy

Theme from Symphony No. 9, movement 4 (Op. 125)
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
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London Bridge Is Falling Down
English nursery rhyme

composer unknown
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Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star
French melody ("Ah! vous dirai-je, maman")
composer unknown (18th century)
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CHAPTER 2

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 2
* Key signature: F

* Notes on the treble clef: Bb on string 1

* Anacrusis (pickup notes)

Melodies in Chapter 2
* Au Clair De La Lune

* Yankee Doodle

* Bingo

* Aura Lea



Au clair de la lune
French folk song
composer unknown (18th century)

o)
)’ A /|
@ O
5
o)
P’ Al
AP
o 9]
9
o)
P’ Al
F—p
tH5-—w—d— 0
eJ o o
13
o)
)’ Al
o~
et O

From Melodic Ukulele © 2024 by Mark Sylvester
All music in this collection is in the public domain: it has been arranged and assembled by Mark Sylvester (www.marksylvester.net).
This work is licensed and offered free to the public under the Creative Commons license CC BY-NC-SA 4.0.



Do

Yankee Doodle
Based on a Western European folk melody

composer unknown
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Bingo
English language children's song

composer unknown
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Aura Lea

music by George R. Poulton (1828—-1867)
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CHAPTER 3

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 3
» Notes on the treble clef: C# on string 3

* Note values: eighth notes

* Repeat sign and multiple endings

Melodies in Chapter 3
* Frere Jacques

 This Old Man

* Hush Little Baby

» Schiarazula Marazula



Frere Jacques

French nursery rhyme
composer unknown
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This Old Man
English language children's song
composer unknown
o)
H | —_

N>
|

From Melodic Ukulele © 2024 by Mark Sylvester
All music in this collection is in the public domain; it has been arranged and assembled by Mark Sylvester (www.marksylvester.net).
This work is licensed and offered free to the public under the Creative Commons license CC BY-NC-SA 4.0.



Hush Little Baby

United States traditional lullaby
composer unknown
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Schiarazula Marazula

Giorgio Mainerio (c. 1530s—-1582)
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CHAPTER 4

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 4
* Time signature: 3/4

* Notes on the treble clef: high C on string 1

* Rest value: quarter rest

* Tie

* Fermata

*D.S. al Fine

Melodies in Chapter 4

* Row, Row, Row Your Boat

* The Itsy Bitsy Spider

» On Top of Old Smoky

* For He's a Jolly Good Fellow



Row, Row, Row Your Boat

music by Eliphalet Oram Lyte (1842—1913)
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The Itsy Bitsy Spider
English language nursery rhyme

composer unknown

Qﬁ S
Q|||
Q
Q| [

BT
.
.
TN

NI

>t>

A\

3

From Melodic Ukulele © 2024 by Mark Sylvester
All music in this collection is in the public domain; it has been arranged and assembled by Mark Sylvester (www.marksylvester.net).
This work is licensed and offered free to the public under the Creative Commons license CC BY-NC-SA 4.0.



On Top of Old Smoky

United States folk song

composer unknown
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For He's a Jolly Good Fellow

Based on a French melody (18th century)

composer unknown
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CHAPTER 5

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 5

* Notes on the treble clef: B and high D on string 1

* Note value: dotted quarter notes

» Dynamic markings: forte, piano, mezzo-forte, mezzo-piano
* Tempo markings: Adagio, Andante, Moderato, Allegro

* Slurs (hammer-ons and pull-offs)

Melodies in Chapter 5
* Londonderry Air

» London Bridge

» Ode to Joy

» Simple Gifts

* Lullaby

* Douce Dame Jolie



Londonderry Air

Irish folk tune from County Londonderry

composer unknown

Adagio
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London Bridge is Falling Down
English nursery rhyme

composer unknown

Moderato
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Ode to Joy

Theme from Symphony No. 9, movement 4 (Op. 125)
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
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Simple Gifts

Joseph Brackett (1797-1882)

Andante
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Lullaby
Wiegenlied, Op. 49, No. 4
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

Andante
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Douce Dame Jolie

Guillaume de Machaut (c. 1300-1377)

Allegro
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CHAPTER 6

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 6

» Key signature: G

* Notes on the treble clef: F# and G# on string 2
» Note on string 2: A (for slurs with the G note)

Melodies in Chapter 6
* The Water Is Wide

» Simple Gifts

* Aloha ‘Oe



The Water Is Wide

Folk song of Scottish origin
composer unknown
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Simple Gifts

Joseph Brackett (1797-1882)
Andante
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Aloha 'Oe

Lili‘'uokalani (1838—-1917)

Adagio
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CHAPTER 7

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 7

* Notes on the treble clef: high E on string 1

* Dynamic markings: pianissimo

* Dynamic markings: crescendo & diminuendo hairpins
« Tempo markings: Largo, Vivace

Melodies in Chapter 7

* Wildwood Flower

» Wayfaring Stranger

* Ahe Lau Makani

* From the New World, movement 2 theme
« Saltarello



Wildwood Flower

music by Joseph Philbrick Webster (1819-1875)

Allegro
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Wayfaring Stranger

United States folk and gospel song

composer unknown

Moderato
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Ahe Lau Makani

Lili‘'uokalani (1838—-1917)

Moderato
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From the New World, movement 2 theme

Symphony No. 9 (Op. 95, B. 178)
Antonin Leopold Dvorak (1841-1904)
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Saltarello

Vincenzo Galilei (1520-1591)

Vivace

D4 o = — =
%]fki - o go® r—.j :
oJ f ~ |
9

0 4 - e ‘ -
%jfkl | - Lij**'—‘r*'—a**L*i.T,J .

\ ~ — e
mp
17
. — =

I
e

From Melodic Ukulele © 2024 by Mark Sylvester
All music in this collection is in the public domain; it has been arranged and assembled by Mark Sylvester (www.marksylvester.net).
This work is licensed and offered free to the public under the Creative Commons license CC BY-NC-SA 4.0.



CHAPTER 8

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 8
 Key signature: D

* Notes on the treble clef: C# on string 1

» Rest values: half rests

Melodies in Chapter 8

* Du, du liegst mir im Herzen
* My Country, 'Tis of Thee

* Ode to Joy

» Scarborough Fair
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Allegro

Du, du liegst mir im Herzen
German folk song

composer unknown (19th century)
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My Country, 'Tis of Thee
Based on the melody to "God Save the King"

composer unknown

Andante
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Ode to Joy

Theme from Symphony No. 9, movement 4 (Op. 125)
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

Allegro
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Scarborough Fair
traditional English ballad

composer unknown

Moderato
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CHAPTER 9

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 9

* Note on string 3: E (for slurs with the D note)
* Note values: 16th notes, dotted eighth notes
* Rest values: eighth rests

* Articulation: staccato

Melodies in Chapter 9

* Spring, movement 1 theme
* Eine Kleine Nachtmusik

« Hava Nagila



Spring, movement 1 theme

Concerto No. 1 in E major (Op. 8, RV 269) La primavera
Antonio Lucio Vivaldi (1678-1741)

Moderato
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Eine Kleine Nachtmusik
Serenade No. 13 for strings in G major, K. 525
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

Allegro
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Hava Nagila
Jewish folk song
authorship disputed

Moderato
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CHAPTER 10

Musical concepts introduced in Chapter 10
* Time signatures: 3/8 and 6/8

* Three-note slurs

* Ritardando

Melodies in Chapter 10

* Row, Row, Row Your Boat

* The Itsy Bitsy Spider

* For He's a Jolly Good Fellow
« Tarantella Napoletana

» Packington's Pound

» Greensleeves



Row, Row, Row Your Boat

music by Eliphalet Oram Lyte (1842—1913)

Andante
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The Itsy Bitsy Spider
English language nursery rhyme
composer unknown
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For He's a Jolly Good Fellow

Based on a French melody
composer unknown (18th century)

Moderato
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Tarantella Napoletana
Folk tune of Southern Italy

composer unknown

Allegro
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Packington's Pound
16th century English broadside ballad

composer unknown (16th century)

Adagio
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Greensleeves
Traditional English folk song
composer unknown (16th century)

Largo
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